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Response dated 02/17/2005 

Response to Office Action mailed 1 1/17/2004 


Application No. 10/667,9.54 


RE MARIAS v :rv 

The office action mailed November 17, 2004 has been carefully reviewed and these 



Claims 1-9 are pending in tlfi^^plication. Claim 1 has b|en,|imended to jnor% c!e^ly$| r ;i£ 
point out and claim the present invention, and new claims 6-9 have been added. Support for 
these amendments can be found in the claims as originally filed and throughout the specification 
and drawings. No new matter has been added. 
Claim Rejections Under 35 USC §102 

Claims 1, 3-4 stand rejected under 35 USC §102(a) as anticipated by Robertson, U.S. 
Patent No. D468.106. Applicant respectfully submits that Robertson does not disclose the 
invention as presently claimed. Reconsideration and withdrawal of this rejection is requested. 

Amended claim 1 is directed to a dustpan and broom kit where the dustpan includes an 
arcuate section of a retention rib and the arcuate section extends continuously from the leading 
edge to the handle of the dustpan. Claims 3-4, as well as new claims 6-9, each depend from 
claim 1. 

Robertson discloses a dustpan having an arcuate section at a rear portion of the dustpan, 
with a straight section extending between the arcuate section and the leading edge. Thus, 
Robertson fails to teach every element of the invention of claim 1, as well as claims 3-4, as 
required under 35 USC § 102(a). Applicant respectfully submits that claims 1 and 3-4, as well as 
claims 6-9, are in condition for allowance. 
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Claim Rejections Under 35 USC §103 . • ,- ; • * i«-,v , ..•■>. - -tsV^tt - 

Claim 2 stands rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rpbslsoft... . 



Reconsideration and ^ij|$rawal of these rej ecti©||^ requested. ^-.^M^f^M^^ *»" &-*PM?M 
Claims 2 and 5 each depend from claim 1. As discussed above, Robertson does not 

anticipate claim 1. For these same reasons, Robertson does not disclose, teach or . suggest the . 

invention of claims 2 or 5. Further, Petner, which does not teach a dustpan with an arcuate 

section, does not provide any teachings to cure the deficiencies of Robertson. 

Accordingly, neither Robertson no Petner, either alone or in combination, disclose, teach 

or suggest the invention of claims 2 and 5, and claims 2 and 5 are not obvious. 

CONCLUSION 

All rejections having been addressed, applicant respectfully submits that the instant 
application is in condition for allowance, and respectfully solicits prompt notification of the 
same. 


Date: February 17, 2005 


Respectfully submitted, 

Rebecca P. Rokos 
Registration No. 42,109 
BANNER & WITCOFF, LTD. 
10 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 3000 
Chicago, IL 60606-7407 
Telephone: 312-463-5000 
Facsimile: 312-463-5001 
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